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K^JIGHTOII  RUEAI-.  DISTRICT  COTOICIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  IJedical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  3^ar  ended  31st  December,  1953. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

ICnighton  Rural  District  Council,  1954 » 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Walker  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  ray  privilege  to  submit  my  tenth  Annual  Report  upon  the  vital 
statistics,  Sanitarj''  Conditions  and  general  health  in  the  Rural  District  of 
Ilnighton. 

In  submitting  my  Report  I shall  endeavour  to  include  in  addition  to 
the  required  statistics  and  particulars  of  infectious  disease,  an  account  of 
Sanitation,  Refuse  Dj.sposal,  Drainage  Housing  in  the  Area  under  my  Control, 

There  are  no  marked  changes  in  the  general  features  of  your  District 
since  my  previous  report.  The  District  is  mountainous  and  very  sparsely 
populated,  its  main  occupation  being  A'^riculture.  With  the  over  widening 
fie].d  of  scientific  advice  on  agriculture,  and  the  expansion  of  mechanised 
faming,  there  is  a marked  advancement  from  the  old  trend  to  the  modern 
methods  of  farr.iing.  Young  farmers  clubs  have  contributed  greatly  to  the 
development.  With  the  aid  of  the  Hill  Farming  Act,  considerable  farm  house 
reconstuctions,  adaptions  and  improvements  have  been  effected,  together  with 
the  provision  of  piped  vjater  supplies  to  many  properties  which  through  their 
isolated  location  would  be  unable  to  avail  themselves  of  the  Council’s  Main 
Supplies, 

officials. 


The  Ministry  of  Health  have  requested  details  and  qualifications  of 
the  Authorities  Senior  Public  Health  Officers,  which  are  as  follows. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part-time)  Dr,  J,G,  Garraan,  M.R,C,S.,  L,R,C.P,, 

Sanitar^^  Inspector  (full  time)  D,  Llewellyn,  A,R,  San,  Inst,,  M,S,I,A, 

All  matters  of  Public  Health  are  under  the  control  of  these  Officers, 
and  the  whole  Council  deal  with  matters  of  Public  Health,  there  being  no 
separate  Public  Health  Committee  of  the  Council, 

The  Council’s  Sanitary  Inspector  Mr,  D.  Llewellyn  retired  on  the 
31st  December,  1953  after  completing  14  years  with  the  Council, 

STATISTICS. 

Total  Area  (in  acres)  of  tho  District, 

I'lumbor  of  inhabited  houses. 

Rateable  Value , 

Sum  represented  by  the  product  of  a penny  rate. 

BIRTHS. 

There  wore  44  live  births  rogistcred  during  the  year,  of  which  24 
wore  male,  and  20  female,  giving  a birth  rate  of  14*2  per  1,000  of  tho  population 
of  tho  area,  as  compared  with  15,5  por  1,000  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  birth  rate  for  1952  was  10,0  per  1,000  pcj-ulation  of  the  area. 


88,667. 

1,030. 

£21,102. 

£85  - 6 - 0. 
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DEATHS. 


The  total  nur.iber  of  deaths  of  all  ages  registered  during  th^l^ear 
was  25,  giving  a death  rate  of  8,09  for  the  whole  district,  as  compared  with 
38  deaths  in  1952,  giving  a rate  of  11.9  per  1,000, 

INFAHTILE  MORTAL IT Y. 


The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the  year  is  22,7  per  1,000  live 
births  compared  with  31*2  for  1952,  Only  1 death  under  1 j'^ear  of  age  has  been 
recorded, 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC  AND  TFaii.^TMOIIT  CENTRES. 

There  are  Ante-Natal  Infant  Welfare  and  Tuberculosis  Clinics  in 
operation  at  Knighton  and  Llandrindod  Wells.  The  hogie  visiting  of  expextant 
mothers  attending  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  undertaken  by  the  Health  Visitor. 

Within  reasonable  distance  Hereford,  Shrewsbury,  Llandrindod  Wells 
and  Newtown  Hospitals  are  available  for  treatment,  and  Hereford  and  Shrewsbury 
have  centres  for  the  treatment  of  venereal  diseases, 

ORTHOFEADIG  SCHEME, 


This  scheme  covers  all  children  and  adults  with  fortnightly  clinic 
at  Llandrindod  Wells , 

SCHOOL  lEDICAL  SERVICE. 


Resulting  from  the  regular  inspection,  provision  is  riiade  for 
treatment.  An  Eye  Clinic  is  installed  in  Knighton  and  Llandrindod  Wells,  and 
a mobile  Dental  Service  is  provided  at  each  School  in  the  area, 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE,  (a)  Scarlet  Fever, 

Three  cases  wore  notified  during  the  year,  all  children,  two  boys 
of  7 and  years  respectively,  and  a girl  of  6|-  years, 

(b)  Diphtheria. 

No  cases  notified  during  the  ^'■oar. 

(c)  Measles. 

The  district  has  been  free  from  this  disease  during  the  yoar, 
Encepalitis  Lethargica. 

The  district  has  been  free  from  this  disease  during  the  year. 

(e)  Influenzal  Pneumonia, 

Five  cases  notified  during  the  year,  2 females  aged  79  and  57 
respectively,  and  3 '•ales  aged  79,  79  and  39  respectively, 

(f)  Membranous  Group. 

No  cases  have  been  reported  during  the  year, 

(n)  Puer'ooral  Fever. 

No  cases  wore  notified  during  the  year. 

(i)  0 -'thalrgia  Leonatorun, 

No  cases  have  been  notified  during  the  yoar. 
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(k)  Cancer, 

Two  cases  have  been  registered  during  the  3'"ear  as  being  due  to  this 
malignant  disease,  a male  of  76  years,  and  a female  of  65  years. 

(l)  Polio  - Myelitis. 

Four  cases  of  Polio  - Myelitis  were  notified  during  the  j^ear 
(November  and  December)  one  male  adult  age  3B  years  and  3 boys  5,  5 and  4^ 
rospectively.  The  adult  and  two  of  the  boys  were  removed  to  Hereford  Hospital 
and  the  other  to  Copthorn  Hospital,  Shrewsbury. 

SCHOOL  CMTEENS. 

Mid-day  meals  are  provided  in  all  of  the  schools  situated  in  the 
Rural  District. 

FOOD  SUPPLY  AI'ID  INSPECTION. 


(■i)  Erysipelas. 

There  were  no  cases  during  1953  the  district  has  been  free  of  this 
disease  for  many  years. 


Systematic  examination  of  Food  Shops  where  food  is  prepared,  stored, 
or  offered  for  sale  is  carried  out  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 


SCHOOL  CLOSURES  AND  SANITATION 


There  have  been  no  school  closures  during  the  year  under  review,  and 
sanitation  at  all  schools  in  the  Area  has  beong  generally  satisfactory. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 


The  Water  Supplies  in  the  Area  has  been  under  constant  attention,  the 
supplies  to  Llangunllo  and  Norton  Village  having  caused  some  concern  during 
August • 


The  new  supply  to  Llandewy  is  working  satisfactory. 

The  schemes  under  construction  viz:-  (l)  Dolau  (2)  Teme  Valley  are  of 
major  importance.  It  is  regretted  that  the  Dolau  Scheme  is  still  only  95^ 
complete,  after  so  long.  The  Teme  Valley  Scheme  being  installed  in  four 
sections  is  making  excelent  progress.  Knucklas  and  Lloiney  Sections  being 
complete.  Felindre  and  Eoguildy  Sections  complete.  Fairwell  Section 
approximately  75^  complete,  and  the  Reservoir  Section  about  50^.  When  this 
latter  scheme  is  complete  the  whole  of  the  Tome  Valley  Area  will  then  have  a 
1-Iain  Supply  Scheme. 

HOUSING. 


The  improvement  and  repairs,  and  in  many  cases  complete 
reconditioning  of  Agricultural  Homesteads,  has  continued  to  receive  the 
attention  of  the  Rural  Council  during  the  year.  With  the  assistance  obtainable 
under  the  Hill  Farming  Act  propertiei^rought  up  to  modern  standards  of 
Housing  requirements. 

OVERCROWDING. 


No  cases  of  overcrowding  have  occurred  in  the  area  during  the  3/ear. 
BUILDING  BYELAWS . 


The  Model  Building  B^/elaws  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  with  appropriate  amendments  were  adopted  by  the  Council  on  the 
13th  July,  1953  and  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister  on  the  15th  October,  1953 • 
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MILK  SUPPLY 


The  conditions  affecting  the  production  and  handling  of  mil4  in  the 
area  has  been  generally  satisfactory, 

IGL 


There  are  no  persons  manufacturing  Ice  Cream  in  the  Area. 

GLS.iIl  FOOD  CAMPAIGN. 

The  Council  having  adopted  the  Model  Buelaws  of  the  Ministry  of  Food, 
for  the  handling  wrapping  and  delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  in  the  open  air,  your 
Officer  has  given  systematic  attention  and  regular  visits  to  all  Food 
Premises  in  the  area. 

In  the  Uural  Area  there  are;- 

19  Retail  Mixed  Food  Shops. 

7 Licensed  Hotels  and  Inns. 

11  School  Canteens . 

7 Catering  Establishments, 

5 Retail  Suppliers  of  Milk, 

RODENT  COHTROr.  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  continued  inspection  of  premises  and  treatment  by  your  operator 
has  caused  the  district  to  be  adequately  served  in  this  respect, 

MIDWIVES  ACT. 


The  District  Nurses  working  in  the  Rural  Area  act  as  Health  Visitors 
for  the  County  Council, 

FaCTORIEL  i-HID  hORKSHOPS, 

No  additions  have  been  made  to  the  Register  during  the  year,  but  a 
small  number  of  deletions  have  taken  place, 

OUTWOiaSRS, 


So  far  as  is  knovrn  to  your  Officers  there  are  no  Outworkers  in  the 
Rural  Area. 

COMtION  L0DGI..:G  HOUSES, 

There  are  no  Conmion  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Rural  Area,  nor  are  there 
any  Cellar  Dwellings. 

KNIGHTON  HOSPITAL 

It  is  regretted  that  this  Hospital  has  not  been  brought  into  full  use, 
but  it  is  hoped  that  the  Council's  endeavours  in  the  direction  will  soon  be 
realised.  The  need  for  Hospital  Accommodation  in  Knighton  is  great,  and  would 
assist  in  alleviating  some  of  the  congestion  of  Shrewsbury  and  Llandrindod 
Viells  Hospitals, 

CONCLUSION. 

In  concluding  my  Annual  Report  I would  express  my  thanlcs  to  the 
liembers  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  co-operation  in  my  work  as  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.G.  GAIUW. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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